Planning Board Committee Minutes

May 13, 2010


The regular meeting of the Planning Board of the Town of Caroline held on May 13, 2010 at the Town Hall was called to order by Chad Novelli at 6:27 p.m.

Board Members present:

Chad Novelli

Bev Liddington

Paul Vidovich

Erica Frenay
Tony Tavelli, not present
Town Board Member:

Dominic Frongillo, not present

Agenda:
1. Critical Environmental Areas (CEA)
2. What the CEA’s will actually do for Caroline landowners.

3. Trails
4. Industrial Site Plan review Law
Month Discussion Topics:

Community Input for Planning Board 

Town’s people have not been listened to by the Planning Board in the past.  However, listening to the public as a guide in decision making to see what needs to be accomplished this should prove beneficial in the future. Community issues are effectual to all members of the community not just a select few.  Thinking outside the box will facilitate change. Concern about issues and controversy involved.  Challenge is in the Planning Board needs to be in agreement. Felt that people were not sure that they were going to receive what it was they wanted; however, need to weigh in about how members need to remain neutral pertaining to informing/gathering public opinion.  Decisions have to be drafted, shown to the public, consult the community, and then the actual drafting of plans should take place.  Town’s people should be involved with the committee to decide where the line of demarcation really is and it would be good to have community input to maintain the balance in decision making i.e. Zoning, variety of community members from different locals were brought in to consult for input.  What is great about Caroline is that there is diversity here; however, in the future things may need to be seen or evaluated differently.  In 25-30 years perhaps changes will need to be made if for example municipal water and sewer is brought in.

Critical Environmental Areas

Questions regarding whether critical environmental areas (CEA) dovetail into industrial site plan review.  There is a differentiation between a Type I and II SEQR.  Industrial site plan reviews are done locally through building permit and/or road permit requests, and these are a local review.  Whereas a CEA review begins at a state level and this is where the review of application actually takes place, Caroline Planning Board is only considered as an “interested party”, and is kept in the loop of what is going on; however, the Planning Board is responsible for the Industrial Site Plan Reviews. With subdivision dependent on what is actually done, this is a triangle effort between established committees and subcommittees.  The subcommittee is gleaning the information before the details come to the planning board.  For example: subdivision committees are created for those landowners who want to divide acreage into lots.  The plans need to come before the Subdivision Committee to be approved before the landowner can move forward.  The Subdivision Law will allow landowners to subdivide 5 acres every 5 years.  If there are buildings going on this land i.e. house placements, all information about drainage, septic, well, how many units, etc. needs to be presented.  This is mainly for contractors who are putting in homes.   There are certain criteria needed to present the land ideas to the Subdivision Committee, and then the plans are passed on to the Town Board to make a final decision.  The knowledge base for Planning Board is an ongoing development. 
DEC and Critical Environmental Areas

Chad will consult with Tony to see who is in the position to come and shed light on the CEA topic. Chad stated that Tony’s concern is that 6-mile creek would be delegated as a CEA and this would encroach into Caroline.  Would need to be decided how the landowner’s will interpret this event.  Paul would like to have the implications of this defined better.  Bev raised the point of a what-if scenario that landowners are not aware that part or parts of their land has been designated as a CEA.  

· Does that mean that the landowner cannot do anything with this part of their land?  

· Would landowner need to discuss this with a State DEC officer? 

· What happens to the landowner rights if the State deems that there will be drilling regardless of what the landowner wants to have done with the property?

· What other questions might the public raise?  

This may not be declarative of what landowners would not be able to choose what is to be done on their land.  To answer community questions all scenarios should be evaluated to increase ability to troubleshoot the items brought up.   Planning Board would like to obtain a Technical—Q&A document from Dominic: documentation sent to the town board.  Board support is in need from PB members to ensure that they can obtain information successfully without needing to trouble shoot the public’s adversities. Discussion regarding Planning Board’s “job” is to be six months to one year in advance to what the public will be considering, and if this is a good idea.  Tony has thoroughly checked into what the Gas drilling effects are in PA.  Bev:  Claimants have brought forth charges of well contamination—point made that since some citizens see a way to gain at the cost of the oil companies regarding well contaminations as an example. Planning Board needs to do the “digging” for the community to ensure that everyone is under the same understanding regarding the CEA’s and Gas Drilling.  First impression of Gas Drilling ideas should be reconsidered and revisited.  There is a lot of community support of Gas Drilling in the community. More questions may surface as facts are obtained; are the questions something that Planning Board wants to bring to the Town Board, and what would be the best way and best time to do this.  Decision is still in question as to what would be timely for the Planning Board to give a public presentation after facts have been obtained regarding Gas Drilling, and thus generating more input from the community and generating feedback from them.

Trails
Trail recommendations from Trail Committee needs to be gone through to obtain answers to give to public questioning regarding this. A group has put together the materials to troubleshoot future questions. 

Industrial Site Plan review Law

Clarification needed for what verbiage should be used when discussing topics of the Law.   Town Board has not yet seen the Drafted Copy.

Agenda for 2011: Gain a sense of what needs to be divided amongst the Planning Board, the subdivisions, the sub-committees, and Town Board. Currently a Comprehensive Plan to be reviewed every year for a 5 year action plan –this is year 4.  One definite order of business for the Planning Board  is to review the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and to continue to work toward its implementation.

Meetings to Be Held

Bev Liddington motioned that the Planning Board meetings will meet on the 2nd Thursdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. Decided that June—and summer meetings will continue.


Chad Novelli: Aye; Erica Frenay: Aye; Bev Liddington: Aye; Paul Vidovich: Aye. 

Next meeting set for:  June 8, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.  -no chair at this point
Meeting Adjourned: 8:01 p.m.  Motioned by Chad Novelli; Seconded by Paul Vidovich.

Recording Secretary: Sandie Baker, Deputy Town Clerk
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