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Caroline Town Board Agenda Meeting Minutes of December 7, 2022  

***This meeting was recorded and posted to the town website*** 

The Town Board Agenda Meeting was held hybrid at the Caroline Town Hall and was called to order at 

7:04 p.m. by Supr. Witmer.  
 

Attendance:      Absent:     

Supervisor Mark Witmer    None 
Councilmember Cal Snow   

Councilmember Tim Murray  

Councilmember Katherine Goldberg 

Councilmember Kate Kelley-Mackenzie 
  

Recording Secretary:  

Jessie Townsend, Town Clerk 

Also Present in-person:  1 member of the public.  Present via zoom: 6 members of the public 

Supr. Witmer opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Privilege-of-the-Floor 

Rob Swansbrough – Spoke regarding the proposed local law.  As a Code Officer himself, he wanted to 

bring several sections of the proposed law to the board’s attention and offered several recommended 

changes.  He also asked where the drafted document came from. 

 
Supr. Witmer answered that the document came from the State of New York and was reviewed and 

drafted by our Town Attorney.  

Introduction of Local Law #___.  2022 Building Code Enforcement Law and Regulations  

Supr. Witmer introduced the proposed law and added that this is a Building Code Law that gets updated 

every few years.  The Town last adopted this law back in 2013 and is set to expire at the end of 2022.  

This proposed draft would take its place and would like to set a Public Hearing to receive comments. 

Resolution 121 of 2022. Set Public Hearing for proposed Local Law   

Motion by:  Witmer  Second:  Murray 

Resolved, the Caroline Town Board hereby sets the Public Hearing on the 2022 NYS Building Code 

Enforcement Law and Regulations for Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m. ahead of the Board 

Business Meeting. 

Motion carried. 

Ayes: Witmer, Snow, Murray, Goldberg, Kelley-Mackenzie 

Nays: None 

 

Resolution 122 of 2022.  Approval of a two-year Member Participation Agreement with Comp Alliance.    

Motion by: Witmer  Second: Kelley-Mackenzie 

WHEREAS, the Comp Alliance (New York State Municipal Workers’ Compensation Alliance) is a group 

self-insurance program of municipal employers; and 

WHEREAS, as a municipal cooperative services are tailored to the unique risks of municipalities; and 
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WHEREAS, surplus funds and performance awards are returned to the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, a two-year fixed agreement provides budgetary stability; and 

WHEREAS, Caroline’s 2023 funding contribution is a 3% decrease from 2021 and 2022; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, the Caroline Town Board hereby authorizes the supervisor to sign a two-year Member 

Participation Agreement with the Comp Alliance for Workers’ Compensation insurance.  

Motion carried. 

Ayes: Witmer, Snow, Murray, Goldberg, Kelley-Mackenzie 

Nays: None 

Resolution 123 of 2022. Approval of the 2023 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement for 

the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium 

Motion by:  Witmer  Seconded:  Goldberg  

WHEREAS, the Town of Caroline is a Participant in the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health 

Insurance Consortium (the "Consortium"), a municipal cooperative organized under Article 47 of the 

New York Insurance Law, and 

WHEREAS, the municipal participants in the Consortium, have approved and executed a certain Municipal 

Cooperation Agreement (the "Agreement"; effective date of October 1, 2010) and the 2023 Amendment 

that provides for the operation and governance of the Consortium, and 

WHEREAS, the Consortium's Board of Directors has recommended approval of the 2023 amended 

agreement, and   

WHEREAS, the Municipal Cooperative Agreement requires that amendments to the agreement be 

presented to each participant for review and adopted by each municipal board, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Caroline approves and authorizes the Chief Executive Officer to sign the 

2023 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal 

Health Insurance Consortium, and 

RESOLVED, further, that the Clerk of the Town of Caroline is hereby authorized to execute this Resolution 

to indicate its approval, transmit a copy thereof to the Board of Directors of the Greater Tompkins County 

Municipal Health Insurance Consortium, and take any other such actions as may be required by law. 

Motion carried. 

Ayes: Witmer, Snow, Murray, Goldberg, Kelley-Mackenzie 

Nays: None 

 

Resolution 124 of 2022.  Budget Transfer 

Motion by:  Witmer  Second:  Snow 

Resolved, the Caroline Town Board hereby authorizes a budget transfer as follows: 

from DA5110.4 General Repair CE to DA5130.4 Machinery in the amount of $14,011.00 

Motion carried. 

Ayes: Witmer, Snow, Murray, Goldberg, Kelley-Mackenzie 

Nays: None 
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Committee Reports  

Clm. Murray – ZC – Last week they held two Public Information Sessions on the revised draft. They 

met last night and reviewed all questions asked by the public and made significant changes to the draft 

based on that feedback.  Soon, they will have a final draft document and will hold a Public Hearing. They 

may or may not make changes based on that hearing but, in the end, when they are finished, they will 

decide whether they recommend or not recommend the law and pass it to the board.  He asked the Board 

to carefully study the draft and be well prepared before the Public Hearing.  Once the Board is close to a 

final document, they will then pass on for SEQR and they will have guidance from the Planner (Nan) and 

the Town Attorney (Guy) and may receive recommendations from the County as well. 

Clm. Kelley-Mackenzie – Broadband – Still awaiting word on the grant to expand broadband 

throughout Caroline.  If awarded, the money would be added to the town’s ARPA funds which will 
hopefully give them enough to join Dryden’s infrastructure buildout and that would then cover all of 

Caroline.  Transportation Council - Recommended contracting with Hunts Engineering Firm to do a 

Feasibility Study in Caroline to help plan recommendations for the Safe Roads for All grant that was 

submitted in September.   

Approval of Minutes  

The Town Board reviewed and approved the Minutes of November 16 Business Meeting, as submitted by 

Town Clerk, Jessie Townsend. 

Agenda Items for December 14 Business Meeting 

Public Hearing on proposed Local Law 
Update on Old Town Hall Project  

Resolution to contract with Hunts for Feasibility Study 

Set Resolutions for 2023: 

Resolution to establish the wage increase 
Resolution to establish health insurance premium contribution (16%) 

Resolution endorsing a 3-year snow agreement with Tompkins County 

Resolution for cooperative purchasing with Fire Dept 
Resolution for Legal Services  

Resolution for 2023 Fire Protection Contract with Brooktondale and Speedsville 

Approval of Vouchers 
 

A motion to enter Executive Session by Clm. Goldberg and Seconded by Clm. Snow at 8:06 p.m. to discuss a 

personnel matter. A motion to exit Executive Session by Clm. Goldberg and seconded by Clm. Snow at 8:47 

p.m. and carried unanimously.  
 

----Adjourn the meeting ----  

 

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Supr. Witmer and seconded by Clm. Snow at 8:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessie Townsend, Town Clerk 


