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Be it enacted by the ..lQmx.3.QS,xA ofthe 
(Name of LegisUtivt Body) 

of Caroline as foiiows: 
Tbwn 

Section 1. Title. This local law shall be referred to as the Temporary Moratorium on the Creation 
of Subdivisions in the Town of Caroline. 

Section 2. Purpose. The Town of Caroline is in the process of a comprehensive study of proposed 
subdivision mles for the Town. The proposed regulations are authorized by Town Law Sections 276, 
277 and 278. The statutory grant of power to regulate future growth and development gives the 
Town the power to enact regulations to ensure that adequate facilities for the housing, transportation, 
distribution, comfort, convenience, safety, health and welfare of its population are met by adequate 
review and planning of proposed subdivisions. The purpose ofthe Town's proposed regulations is 
to guide and protect the community's physical development and to help the Town grow in an orderly, 
efficient and economical manner which will maintain the uniqueness and character of the Town as a 
mral community. The proposed regulations are to ensure that: 

that the health, safety, and welfare ofthe Town's inhabitants are promoted; 
that land to be subdivided is suitable for building purposes without creating dangers to health 

or peril from fire, flood, or other menace; 
that proper provision is made for drainage, water supply, sewerage, highways, open space, 

and other needed improvements; 
that land, once subdivided and developed, will not place an undue burden on the Town to 

maintain public services and facilities; 
that all proposed lots be so laid out as to be in harmony with the development pattem of 

neighboring properties and with the character ofthe land; 
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that all proposed streets compose a convenient system and be of such standard as to 
accommodate the prospective traffic and to provide access for emergency services and fire-fighting 
equipment; and 

that there is optimum overall conservation, protection, development, and use of the 
environmental resources of the Town of Caroline. 
Pending a decision on the enactment of comprehensive subdivision regulations, the Town Board is 
concemed that the lack of regulation of subdivisions in the Town may result in the attempted 
establishment of subdivisions without due regard to all the issues addressed by the proposed 
comprehensive subdivision regulations. In order to preserve the environment and to provide the 
orderly discussion of identified concerns and issues in a lawful, thoughtful and reasoned maimer, the 
Town Board determines that it must declare a moratorium on the creation of any new subdivisions 
pending the review and enactment of appropriate local legislation regulating the same. 

Section 3. Definitions. 

A. Subdivision. "Subdivision" means the division of any parcel of land into a number of 
lots, blocks or sites for the purpose of sale, transfer of ownership or development. 

B. Exempt Subdivision. The following types of subdivisions shall be exempt from review 
under these regulations: 

(1) Lot Line Adjustments - The transfer of title to land from its owner to an 
abutting owner for consolidation with an abutting lot. 

(2) Rural Land Divisions. A subdivision of land provided that 
(a) all lots contain more than 10 acres, excluding land in a road right-of-

way; and 
(b) it does not involve the extension of an existing, or creation of a new, 

public road or municipal water or sewer system; and 
(c) all lots are designed, and intended to be used, for residential or 

agricultural purposes. 

(3) Small-Scale Residential Subdivisions. A subdivision or subdivisions of land 
resulting in the addition of up to three lots of greater than one acre in size within a three year period; 
provided that 

(a) it does not involve the extension of an existing, or creation of a new, 
public road or municipal water or sewer system; and 

(b) all lots are designed, and intended to be used, for single family 
residential purposes. 

Section 4, Scope of Controls. Subject to the provisions of Section 5, during the effective period 
of the local law: 

A. No person, firm or corporation shall subdivide any parcel of land in the Town of 
Caroline. No person, firm or corporation shall record or file with the Tompkins County Clerk any 
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map or plat which would constitute a subdivision. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or offer 
to sell any parcel of land which would constitute a subdivision. 

B. The Code Enforcement Office shall not issue any building pemiit for more than one 
single family dwelling on any parcel of land. 

Section 5. Exemption of Certain Subdivisions. This local law shall not apply to "Exempt 
Subdivisions" as herein defined. 

Section 6. Term. This local law shall be in effect for a period of 180 days from its effective date or 
until the enactment of a comprehensive set of regulations pertaining to subdivisions in the Town of 
Caroline. 

Section 7, Penalties. 

A. Any person, firm or corporation that shall create a subdivision in violation of this local 
law or shall otherwise violate any of the provisions of this local law shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction may be sentenced to a period of imprisonment not to exceed one year, a fine not 
exceeding $1,000 or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

B. The Town Board may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for injunctive relief 
to cease any and all such actions which conflict with this local law. 

Section 8, Validity. The invalidity of any provision of this local law shall not effect the validity of 
any other provision which can be given effect without such invalid provision. 

Section 9. Effectiveness. This local law shall take effect on filing with the Secretary of State as 
provided by the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the fiiing ofthis local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

2 
I hereby cerlify that the local law annexed herelo, designated as local law No. - - of I9L-2QJ30 
of the ^(2aW|0^3Ci{5^(Town)(MXa^ of -Car-o-line — was duly passed by the 
....Town.Bpard _ on-March..2 200qn accordance with the applicable provisions oflaw. 
(Name ofLegislative Body) 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval ^ 
by the Elective Chief Executive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. -yn 19-
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duiypassed by the 

on 19 ---, and was (approved)(not approved)(r^assed afler 
(Name of Legislalive Body) 

disapproval) by the - and was deemed duly adopted ony^ 19—, 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local h*^ No. of 19-
of the (County)(City)(Town)(\^llage) of - -y^- was duly passed by the 

on \9y^ J and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name ofLegislative Body) 

disapproval) by the - y ^ on 19—-. Such local law was submitted 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

to the people by reason ofa (mandatory)(permissivp)referendum, and received the affirmative vote ofa majority of 
the qualified electors voting thereon at the (geneim)(special)(aimuai) election held on 19-— , in 
accordance with the applicable provisions ofjrfw. 

4. (Subject to permissive refpi^ndum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting 
referendum.) 

I hereby certify that tjie local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No - of 19-
of the (County)(Cjt^(Tbwn)(JViflagc) trf --̂  — — was duly passed by the 

on 19— , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislativeyody) 

disapprovrfl) by the—- on - 19—. Such local law was subject to 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

pepmssive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of 19— , in 
rooordonce with tbe applioable provisions of lawi 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer ofa county elected on a county-
wide basis or, ifthere be none, the chairperson ofthe county legislative body, the mayor ofa city or village, or 
the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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&, (City local law concerning Charter rcWslon proposed by petition.) — 

I hereby certify lhat the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ..-^^..r^rrof 19 
ofthe City of having been submitted lo referendum pursu^Attothe provisions of 
section (36)(37) ofthe Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmativeyot^^a majority of the 
qualified electors of such cily voting thereon at the (special)(general) election helii-otf— 19—-, 
became operative. ^ ^ - ^ 

6. (County locai iaw conceming adoption of Cberffer.) 

I hereby certify lhat the local law ajwî xed hereto, designated as local law No of 19 
of the County of - ^ ^ f ^ . . - -- Stale of New York, having been submitted to the electors 
at the General Electipn-^CfNovember - - 19— , pursuanl lo subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 ofthe 
Municipal H^me^Sule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the quahfied electors of the cit­
ies of^aid^unty as a unil and a majoriiy ofthe qualified electors ofthe towns ofsaid county considered as a unit 
Mgring at said general election^ became operativ t̂ 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner in­
dicated in paragraph—i- , above. / ^ 

Clerk of theJEffljO^BeEklMCiwtejfiiS. Town MiV^tM^Stetfe 
or officer designated by local legislative b o d y ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Seal) Date: ^ H \ ^ 

(Certification to be executed by County Attomey, Corporation Counsel, Town Attomey, Viiiage Attorney or 
other authorized attomey of locality.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
C O I W Y O F TOMPKINS 

I , the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contams the correct text and that all proper proceedings 
have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto. 

Signature Mahlon R. Aerkins 

Town Attorney 
Title 

Town 
o f C a r o l TTiP 

Date: 
March 3. 2000 
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