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Since Fall 2005, Heating Solutions has helped residents to assess their current energy use 
and to learn how they might reduce their energy costs. Since then, almost 1000 house-
holds have assessed their home energy use through a survey filled out at commu-
nity events, energy workshops, and human service agencies. Community members have 
also brought the survey form door-to-door in their neighborhoods. The form is a great 
source of information on how Tompkins County residents are saving energy, what  
energy-saving steps they would like to take, and what steps they would like to learn 
more about (turn to page three to see the survey).  
 
This October 28th, 150 volunteers with Cornell’s “Into the Streets” project 
helped distribute the survey and other energy-saving information to households in Caroline, Enfield, Lansing, and 
downtown Ithaca. The student volunteers were hosted by local community groups, including Energy Independ-
ent Caroline, the Enfield Community Council, Lansing Energy Groups, and Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension. Over the three hour project, student and community volunteers visited more than 1200 households, 
where they shared energy saving information and our home assessment survey. 220 surveys were filled out and 
returned to the volunteers on the spot. This issue of Community Currents focuses on the results found in 
Ithaca and Caroline, the communities with the highest number of responses on that date. 
 

Reducing Energy Costs!  

Ithaca 
118 surveys were collected in the Northside, Southside, and Fall Creek neighborhoods of Ithaca. Volunteers visited 
an estimated 630 households, and gave information on energy reduction to an estimated 210. A range of possible 
savings is associated with each energy saving step. To calculate the conservative averages below, the lowest possible 
savings was used.  
 

Ithaca households that implemented energy saving steps save an average of $448 annually. 
 

Ithaca residents that indicated that they will implement further energy saving steps  

could additionally save an average of $222 annually. 
 

Providing the assistance asked for by Ithaca residents could help them 

 to further save an average of $292 annually. 

Caroline 
64 surveys were collected in Caroline. Volunteers visited an estimated 345 households, and gave information on 
energy reduction to an estimated 114. A range of possible savings is associated with each energy saving step. To 
calculate the conservative averages below, the lowest possible savings was used.  

 

Caroline households that implemented energy saving steps save an average of $447 annually. 
 

Caroline residents that indicated that they will implement further energy saving steps  

could additionally save an average of $213 annually. 
 

Providing the assistance asked for by Caroline residents could help them  

to further save an average of $155 annually. 

 



 

 

What are Tompkins County residents doing to reduce energy costs? 

The survey form is a great source of information on how Tompkins County residents are saving 
energy, what energy-saving steps they would like to take, and what steps they would like to learn 
more about. The survey lists sixteen steps that households can take to reduce heating costs, hot 
water costs, and electric bills. Respondents can check “In process/completed”, “Will do”, or 
“Want to do it! Here’s the kind of help I need:” for each step (see the survey itself on the next 
page).  The most common responses from 182 Caroline and Ithaca surveys were: 

 

Most frequent response: Lower thermostat or install setback 
thermostat 
 
Other frequent responses: Seal off & turn down heat in unused 
rooms; Wash clothes in cold water instead of warm 

What steps have you already taken to lower 
your energy use and costs?  

 

Most frequent response popular: Replace 5 light bulbs with 
CFLs 
 
Other frequent responses: Insulate Hot Water Heater; Reduce 
television use by 6 hours/day; Replace outdoor halogen lights with 
65 watt CFL 

What steps will you take to lower your  
energy use and costs? 

 

Most frequent response: Add insulation 
 
Other frequent responses: Install hot water heater timer 

I want to do it and would like help: 

CONGRATULATIONS to the three winners of our Fall 
2006 drawing, each of whom will receive $100 worth of 

energy saving products to use in their home! 
 

Hallie Magden, Caroline, NY 
Sharon Austic, Enfield, NY 
Tim Nolan, Ithaca, NY 



 

 

The below survey has been used by almost 1000  
Tompkins County residents to assess their home energy savings.  

 

Fill it out yourself to see how much YOU might save! 
 

See it online at http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/tompkins/energy/ 


